BARTHOLDI’'S GREAT STATUE,

AN ENGLISH VIEW OF ITS ART VALUE—CON

| STRUCTION DETAILS.
From the London Daily News, July 3.

To-morrow M. Jules Forry will golemnly
hand over to the United States Minicter in Parig
the colossal statue of Liberty for the Bay of
New-York on which the French have been ath
work for the past eight years, It isoutand
away the largest statue of modern times. The
Colossus of Rhodes, as will be presently seen, waqg
nothing to it; it could carry the -* Bavaria* or
the *“ Hermann » in its arms. It towers to the
skies from the factory yard of the Rue de Cha-
zelles, and the view from its coronet sweeps clear
of the six-story houses, and right beyond tha
walls of Paris. Itis tostand on Bedloe’s Island,

in the Bay of New-York, and is to bear in its
band a torch lighted by cleetricity. which is to
symbolize ** Liberty enlichtening the worid.”

The statue has had all sorts of vicissitudes.

conception is due to the great French scuipe.
tor, Bartholdi, who has a passion for working
on the colossal scale; but he and a few faithful
friends had no little difficulty in persuading the
public of two hemisphcres that they were in
want of this work. A Franco-American come-
miitee was formed in France with very influen«
ial names—). Laboulaye, M. Oscar de Lafuyette,
M. de Rochambeau, M. Paul de Rémusat, M.
Waddington, &c.—and the Franco-American
comm:ttece duly issued its proposals for sube
gcriptions in ¥rance and in the United States.
They were put in a very seductive form—the Re-
ublic of France was to muke this pretty gift to
er clder sister of America. IEverybody ssid it
would be’ . good thing, but few put down the
money. However, by dint of vigorous beating
of the big drum on platform and press, by con-
certs and lectures and balls and fancy fairs, as
well as by generous donations, the money was
g0t together; and the stutue of Liberty now
srands finished in its Paris workshop, the most
extraordinary work of its kind of all time.

The moment after the presentation the work-
men will begin to take it to pieces for transport
to America. where it wili be riveted tozether
again to stand for eternity. The dimensions aras
almost ludicrously large. The figure alone in
sheer height, clear of all reckoning for the
coronet, stands 105 teet; the extreme length
from the sole of the {foot to the end
of the torch in the outstretched hand is 137
teet O inches: the pedcstal of granite will be 83
feet high, and the two together give a grand
total of 220) feet for the entire work. The monu-
ment of Fish-street hill, the loitiest isoiated col-
umn in the would, is but 202 {ect hizh; while
the far famed Colossus of Rhodes stood only
about 140 feet without his stockings, The
work has been going on all the:e years, slowly
but surely, at the copper foundry of Mondint e
Cie., near the Pare Monceau, in a great workshop
built specially for it. 'The further the copper<’
smiths advanced with their tak the more lili-
putian they beeame in relation to it. Wheat wera
men, for ingrance, or the chiidren of men in that
awtul eye measuring 30 inches from corner to
corner! A 6-foot man standinge on the level ot
the lins only just reached the cyebrow. Whila
they were working on the crown of her head,
they seemed to be making a hugesugar cauldrons:
and they jumped with ease in and out the tip ot
the nose. Fifteen people might sit round tha
flame of the torch, and they would reacli that
elevation by a spiral staircase witiiin the out-
stretched arm.

The details of the construction are hardly less
curious. Something licht was wanted for trans-
port to the otherside of tuve glote, and something
strong as well, to enuble the statue to resist tho
wear and tear of the elements, for at Bedloe it
wili stand in a very expozed place. It was deeid-
ed therefore to make it of plates of very thin
coprner—only an e¢ighth of an inch thick—form-
ing an inner and an outer skinabout afoot apart,
and to fill the space between them with sand,
especially toward the bese, soasto give thestatua
the requisite solidity. The colossal statues of
the past were either of solid metal, or wero
filled up with musonry or woodwork. It was
impossible to adopt that plan in the present
instance; the cost of the metal would have been
too great, and the difficuity of transporting in-
superable, Asitis, the small plates can be casi-
ly unriveted, packed on board ship, and riveted
together again when they reach their destina-
tion. The sand can be as eusily poured in or
drawn olf for repairs for any particular part.
The twi skins are to be kept in their pluces by a
gigantic skeleton framework in iron, running
four-square from the basement to the very
crown of the head, exuact ¥ like the framework
of a’ lift, and meant to =erve that additional
purpose when the statue reaches its dest:nation.
This solid iron frame is to be carried up into the
extended arm, which has all along presented a
mechanical problem of peculiar diticuity, its
leverage with the weight of the toreh being very
preat indeed. °‘The frumcework, thevetore, ruag
down almost to the centre of the body and well
below the centre of gravity. Some people-and
amony them Mr. Story, the great .American
sculptor—think the statue will never stand, and
that the winds and waves will play havoe with
it. It is not solid enonuwh, and never can be with
its epidermis of mere copper and sand. It it
could not be: in solid metin like the older works,
it might bave been in musonry or wood covered
with copper plates. But this is a question for
engineers rather than for artists, and the engi-
neers are quite convinced that ** Liberty® will
resist the Atiantic storms.

A word shiould be said abont the artistic merit
of the statue, and this, in snite of its size. is very
considerable. 13arthoidiis used to working on a
large scale, and he knows his craft. 1t is impos-
sibie, perhavs, in our day to make anything
quite dignificd of such a subject. The figure
must pose, and pose theatrically; and some p:eo-
ple have found tault with the stride and the
pesture. But the general merit is incountestable,
The dranery is boti: nlassive and fine: some parts,
where the sleeve falls under the rizht arm tor
instance, are as delicate and siiky in etfect as it
they bad been wrought with a finc chisel on the
smallest scale, and in otbhers the folds bie in gieut
imposing masses. The f{ace again, while classio
in general treatment, is not without expression,
The most objectionable thing perhaws is the
coronet branching out into star rays, each of
which i8 to be a pointof eiectric illumination
for the universe, or at any riate for New-York
Bay. .
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